
CoCoRaHS  Webinar Training  

 

Community Collaborative Rain, Hail and Snow 
Network 
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Bel Melendez 
Eastern NC Regional Coordinator  

        email: Belkys.Melendez@noaa.gov  

Shane Kearns 
Eastern NC Regional Coordinator  

email: Shane.Kearns@noaa.gov 

David Glenn 
NC State Coordinator  

email: David.Glenn@noaa.gov 
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Outline  

I. What is CoCoRaHS? 
II. Brief History and main mission of the 

organization 
III. Who uses the data 
IV. Setting up the Rain Gauge and measuring 

precipitation (briefly talk about hail and snow). 
V. Reporting Observation 
VI. FAQ/Questions 
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What is CoCoRaHS? 

éwho take daily measurements of  

precipitation right in their own backyards 

CoCoRaHS is a grassroots,   

non profit é 
 

émade up of volunteers of  

all ages and backgrounds 
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Once trained, 

our volunteer observers 

collect data using low-cost  

measurement tools . . . 

Training is important to assure  

accurate, high quality data 

4-inch diameter  

high capacity rain gauges 

Aluminum foil-wrapped  

Styrofoam hail pads 
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CoCoRaHS  History  

The network originated with the Colorado 
Climate Center at Colorado State University in 
1998 thanks in part to the Fort Collins flood a 

year prior. 

CoCoRaHS expanded with several years to all 50 States including Puerto Rico and 
the US Virgin Islands, plus Canada and the Bahamas.  

North Carolina became part of the 
CoCoRaHS network in September 2007. 
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CoCoRaHSôs main focus  

is to  provide:  

Quality Precipitation  Data  

& 

Educational  Opportunities  

 
to help the public better  

understand weather and climate 
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Why CoCoRaHS? 

Precipitation is important  

and highly variable 

Data sources are few and  

rain gauges are far apart 
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Havelock received 9 inches of rain within 4 
hours cause by afternoon sea breeze 

convection. 
 
 

11 



Who uses  CoCoRaHS  data ? 

National Weather Service  

Other Meteorologists  

Hydrologists 

Emergency Managers  

 City Utilities 

 -Water supply 

 -Water conservation 

       -Storm water 

 

Insurance adjusters 

USDAðCrop production  

Engineers 
Scientists studying storms  

Mosquito control 

Farm Service Agency 
Ranchers and Farmers  

Outdoor & Recreation 
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Section 1  

 

Setting up your 

rain gauge and 

measuring  

precipitation  
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